




I have been wanting
to go to church to-day because 
Mr. Folsom is going to preach 
but staid at home as it looks 
likely to rain. Don’t know whether 
I shall go or not this afternoon
I received a letter from you 
last Thursday the first you 
wrote after reaching Port Royal 
You are one of the best husbands 
in the world to write so often and 
I cannot thank you enough
And about that minature I 
shall look for it every day till it 
comes.
When Brown handed me your last
letter he says "Well, the 4th has been
disbanded and Leander will be 
likely to be placed in a more dangerous

Transcription:
position "I gave him to understand
that I should not be disappointed if 
you were, as I had been looking out 
for that all along. And that you 
wouldn’t be afraid to go into the
ranks either. But the weather 
looks a little more favorable and 
I think I will go to church and 
delay writing till after meeting
Emily
Well darling,
I have been to meeting
and I will now resume my writing
We are having a very pleasant 
rain. Though I didn’t get caught 
in it, but it has rained quite 
steady since I got home.
The "Banner" states that the 
war department will not consent 
to having the 4th Regt disbanded
I hope it is so. I am bound 
to think it is all for the best with 
you any way. If you are put into 

Transcription:
the 2d Regt you wil be under one 
of the best Gen’s there is in the 
service, or your division will I mean
But I can’t think its fair to 
disband such a regiment as the 4th
If the officers are poor objectionable 
there are good men enough in the 
Regt to be promoted. (Of course I
mean my husband is one.) I know 
he would make a good looking officer
at any rate.
I think your opinion of the
war is a correct one. And I 
should like to come out and help 
you through with it, if I was a man
And if I hadn’t any children I 
should like to come as it is. Don’t 
you think I should make a good 
nurse? 
Mother has just now come from 
Nelson’s. Hattie wasnt well and N. 
came after her last Wednesday
Hattie’s baby is as smart as 

Transcription:
any bodies baby now.
I wish I had one of your
letters to read to night a new 
one I mean, and as I havn’t, I 
shall have to read your last one 
over again. I am proud of you 
because you bear your hardships 
so well. Horace Sawyer writes that 
$300 wouldn’t hire him to go 
out there again if he was at 
home. And indeed all these $300 
men are sick of it, and I don’t 
wonder at it. You don’t know 
how much better satisfied I feel 
because you went without the 
$300 and enlisted without fear 
of a draft. Oh I like to have 
forgotten to tell you that Ed. has 
enlisted. I havnt seen him or M. 
of late but had a letter from 
your mother this week and she 
had one from M.
There is a little dog here bothering 

Transcription:
me. It belongs to some one up 
to the village. The children and I 
have made a good deal of him and 
as it rains he wants to stay all 
night. He is smaller than Cato and 
is shaggy like him and I think is 
the same kind of a dog. But he is 
of a pretty yellow color and as good 
natured as he is pretty. But its 
of no use to try to keep him. He is 
everybodies god just as Cato used 
to be
Well darling I have exhaus-
ted every subject, I have written so
often of late. All but one which 
you write on so often but never 
exhaust. But I am a very poor 
hand to write on that subject
I can act it best. How I should
like to sit here to night and hold 
your head on my shoulder just as 
I used to when you used to be tired
Oh you don’t know how I miss 

Transcription:
your caresses which I have been so 
use to receiving more or less for 
so many years. I feel as though 
I had no one to love me but my babies
and you know that is so different 
from a husbands love. If you had 
been less loving I should have 
missed you less. But if God spares 
our lives till the war closes we shall 
be ten thousand times happier than 
ever. I wish you knew just how 
I thought of you it would make 
you happy as far as my love can 
make you so. I you were the pres-
ident, I couldn’t have a more 
exalted opinion of you, and I feel 
a little more worthy of you myself
than I used to. I don’t know whether 
that same old feeling will return
when we are together again or not 
I hope it never will I am so much 
happier so. And we shall enjoy our 
selves so much better when we are 

Transcription:
out in company together if I can 
only have a better opinion of my-
self.
You tell me not to be to
grateful to some one. I would like to
tell you all there was said about 
it, but think it isn’t best. I think 
though it was different from what 
you expected. And he promised he 
would do all he could for you if the 
regt was disbanded. There is a little
tin pedler comes here (and hugs your 
babies every time he comes, I sup-
pose you won’t be jealous on their 
account. He is about the age of 
Joseph and looks and appears a 
little like him) who says they 
wont take Eastman back into that 
regt. because he staid at home so 
long. He The Dr told me the first 
time I saw him after he got home 
that Mary was a good very much 
better. And that was about the time

Transcription:
the new assistant surgeon was 
sent out there. So you can put 
that and that together and make 
what you have a mind to of it
There is a report now that 
Brewster is back in your regt
again. Don’t miss of writing all 
you know about him for I am tor-
mented all most to death. I havn’t 
heard anything but "Brewster" since 
he went away. Even old Grandmom 
Eastman wanted to know where I 
supposed Brewster’s wive’s husband 
had gone: And that little mischiev
ous Ettie would repeat it after her 
and make fun of the old lady
Well I will close this time 
and write again soon. I there is 
any love to spare in this letter 
you can give it to some of the poor 
boys out there that havn’t got any 
wives to write to them. Good night 
darling. This from your own. - Emmy
